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JouN MiLToN
John Milton (9 December 1608 — 8 November 1674) was an
English poet, polemicist, and civil servant for the
Commonwealth of England. He is best Known for his epic poem

Paradise Lost. :
He was a scholarly man of letters, a polemical writer, and an

official serving under Oliver Cromwell. He wrote at a time of

i, i



When I consider how my light is spent
Ere halfmy days, in this dark world and wide,
And that one talent which is death to hide

Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent

To serve therewith my Maker, and present
My true account, lest He retuming chide,--
Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?

[ fondly ask:—~But Patience, to prevent

That murmer, soon replies; God doth not need
Either man’s work, or His own gifts: who best
Bear His mild yoke, they serve Him best: His state

[s kingly; thousands at His bidding speed
And post o’er land and ocean without rest:--
They also serve who only stand and wait.

S

J. Mittox
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WILFRED EDWARD SALTER OWEN

Wilfred Edward Salter Owen (18 March 1893 —4 November
1918) was a British poet and soldier, one of the leading poets
of the First World War. His shocking, realistic war poetry on
the horrors of trenches and gas warfare was heavily influenced
by his friend Siegfried Sassoon and sat in stark contrast to both
the public perception of war at the time, and to the confidently
patriotic verse written earlier by war poets such as Rupert
Brooke. Some of his best<known works—most of which were
published posthumously—include “Dulce et Dec6rum Est”,
“Insensibility”, “Anthem for Doomed Youth”, “Futility” and
“Strange Meeting”. His preface intended for a book of poems
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to be published in 1919 contains numerous well-known ph{'ﬂsm
especially “War, and the pity of War”, and “the Poetry is in the

p'“},n'

He was killed in action at the Battle of the Gambre a week before
the war ended. The telegram from the War Office announcing
his death was delivered to his mother’s home as her town's
church bells were ringing in celebration of the Armistice when
the war ended. ‘STRANGE MEETING’ was composed by the

poet shortly before his death.
STRANGE MEETING

It seemed that out of battle I escaped

Down some profound dull tunnel, long since scooped
Through granites which Titanic wars had groined.
Yet also there encumbered sleepers groaned,

Too fast in thought or death to be bestirred.

Then, as I probed them, one sprang up, and stared
With piteous recognition in fixed eyes,

Lifting distressful hands as if to bless.

And by his smile, I knew that sullen hall, .
By his dead smile I knew we stood in Hell.

With a thousand pains that vision's face was grained;
Yet no blood reached there from the upper ground,
And no guns-thumped, or down the flues-made moan.
‘Strange friends,’ I said, ‘here is no cause to moum.’
‘None,’ said that other, ‘save the undone years, .

Was my life also; I went hunting wild

After the wildest beauty in the world,

Which lies not calm in eyes, Or braided hair,

But mocks the steady running of the hour,

And if it grieves, grieves richlier than here.

For by my glee might many men have laughed,

(5)
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And of my weeping something had been left,
Which must die now. I mean the truth untold,
The pity of war, the pity war distilled.

Now men will go content with what we spoiled.
Or, discontent, boil bloody, and be spilled.
They will be swift with swiftness of the tigress,

None will break ranks, thoug

Courage was mine, and | had mystery,
/Wisdon was mine, and | had mystery;

To miss the march of this retreating world.

[nto vain citadels that are not walled.

Then, when much blood had clogged their chariot-wheels

[ would go up and wash them from sweet wells,

Even with truths that lie too deep for taint.

[ would have poured my spirit without stint

But not through wounds; not on the cess of war.

Foreheads of men have bled where no wounds were,

[ am the enemy you killed, my friend.

I knew you in this dark; for so you frowned

Yesterday through me as you jabbed and killed.

I parried; but my hands were loath and cold.

Let up sleep now ........
--WiFFRED OWEN
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